As а child, Sálim yok partridges and other fowl from the family 
kitchen, to make an aviary in the garden. Growing up, he decided that 
he would make his passion for nature, and especially birds, his 
profession, At a time when being a naturalist was something few people 


did for a living, Sálim Ali decided to invent his own job: conducting 
detailed surveys of the bird life in different regions of the country. 
Working without a salary, he travelled tirelessly, to hills, deserts, forests 
and grasslands, observing, listening and analysing. 


Sálim Ali’s systematic surveys and fascinating books on Indian birds 
introduced thousands of people to the wealth of the natural world 
around them. 
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BRAVEHEARTS INDIAN CLASSICS FABLES & HUMOUR 


Buy online at www.amarchitrakatha.com 


ISBN 978-81-8482 


il 


“Amar Chitra Kathas are a glorious tribute to India’s rich cultural heritage. These books 
have been ал integral part of my children's early years, as they have been for many 
other families across India. Comics аге a great way oÍ reaching out fo children, inculcat- 
ing reading habits and driving their quest to learn more about our roots." 

- NARAYAN MURTHY, CHIEF MENTOR, INFOSYS 
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SÁLIM ALI 


THE BIRD МАМ OF INDIA 


LA 


ү 


BOMBAY, 1899 AMIRUDDIN TYABJI AND HIS WIFE HAMIDA BEGUM WEKE VEKY UKSE is 
r ' = 
OUR POOR 
7 SISTER, ZEENAT-UN-NISSA, N ... ADOPT THEM? 
IS NO MORE. HER CHILDREN ; 16 THAT WHAT 


ARE ORPHANED. YOU'D LIKE? 
COULD WE... а 


YES. POOR THINGS. Ñ 
THE YOUNGEST, SALIM, 
MUST BE JUST THREE 
YEARS OLD! " 


SALIM* AND HIS EIGHT SIBLINGS CAME TO LIVE WITH THE TYABJIS IN BOMBAY“. SÁLIM 


` Wa 


YOU'VE SAVED 
HIM FROM THE 
KITCHEN. 


* PRONOUNCED SAA-LIM 
^ NOW CALLED MUMBAI 


AMAR CHITRA КАТНА 


FA” 


WELCOME TO 
THE AVIARY! 


SHH, — 
/ SULEIMAN! WELL 
{ BE IN TROUBLE IF 
SOMEONE 
HEARS! 


ARE YOU 
GOING ONA 
SHIKAR, UNCLE? 
CANTI COME 
100? 


LOOK AT HIM! 
HE'S TOO DAZED 


<s 
ATTHE TIME, BOMBAY WAS SURROUNDED 
BY FORESTS, PEOPLE HUNTED FOR FOOD 
AND BECAUSE IT WAS CONSIDERED A 
GENTLEMAN'S SPORT. 


7 А” 
SALIM AND HIS NEPHEW SUl 
ү LEIMAN 
SPENT HOURS WATCHING THEIR PETS 


SALIM ALI 


3 


SALIM YEARNED TO BE A HUNTER LIKE HIS UNCLE. WHEN HE WAS ABOUT NINE - 
FSS ұту = 


A DAISY NICKEL-PLATED 
500 SHOT REPEATER! 
THANK YOU, UNCLE 


THIS IS FOR AMIRUDDIN! 


YOU, SALIM. YOU 
SHOULD COME 
TO NO HARM IF 


SULEIMAN, SEE 
WHAT I GOTI LET'S 
TRY IT OUT. 


SALIM PRACTISED ON THE (as 
BIRDS NEAR THEIR HOUSE. |N 
р РЕ Ұ 


MISSEDI 
ГИ. HAVE TO 


AMAR СНІТКА КАТНА РЕ 
TL — 

Í BUT 
N BECAME VERY GOOD AT SHOOTING DOWN SMALL BIRDS, Е 
OT INTERESTED ІМ THEIR BEHAVIOUR, OBSERVING THEM CLOSELY. Ж қ беле 


> 


EXCELLENTILET'S s” 
TAKE IT TO NANNOO* AND 
ASK HIM FOR. GHEE AND 

MASALA“. WE COULD 
COOK IT. 


ғ... i ANOTHER 
SPARROW IS 
GUARDING 
THE NEST! ж 


ONE DAY, SALIM SHOT DOWN A LITTLE MALE |a 
SPARROW STANDING GUARD OVER A NEST. W 


WAIT, THAT ISN'T A 
NORMAL SPARROW. 


LOOK AT THAT ODD 
YELLOW PATCH! 


I'LL TAKE IT TO 
|\ UNCLE AMIRUDDIN } 


“NANNOO WAS THE TYABJIS' COOK. HE WAS VERY FOND OF THE CHILDREN, EVEN HELPING SALIM WITH HIS AVIARY. 
^ CLARIFIED BUTTER AND SPICES 5 
4 


AMAR СНІТКА КАТНА SALIM ALI 
HE IS, BUT HE WONT 
BITE. I'LL WRITE YOU А | THAT NIGHT -| 
SPA 5АШМ, YOL j \ LETTER OF INTRODUCTION, — 
RIGHT. WHY DONT Y0U ТС Ç \ SAYING YOU'VE COME ABOUT 
MY FRIEND, MR MILLAR = А BIRD. HE'LL ВЕ HAPPY 
THE SECRETARY OF THE BNHS 


Ç T 
THE BOMBAY NATURAL GA. Я О MEET YOU. 
ORY SOCIETY. СИРУ О < 


WE'LL 
START WITH SOME 
OF THE COMMONEST 
SPECIMENS. YOU CAN 
READ THESE BOOKS 
AT HOME. 


WHEN SALIM WAS 1 IE HAD SEVERE HEADACHES. UNABLE 
TO SAY WHAT CAUSED THEM, THE DOCTOR SUGGESTED HE TAKE 
So A TERM OFF ЕК! HOOL 
ALIM N т килин 
MILLARD'S N 


YOUR BROTHER HAMID 
HAS OFFERED TO HAVE YOU 
STAY WITH НІМ IN SIND. 


ENGLISHMAN! 
I'VE NEV] b 
ç SPOKEN TO ONE Y < ` |GET TO MISS 
ЖА BEFORE | SCHOOL? THIS IS 
TOO GOOD TO BE 
TRUE! 


SALIM LED AN EXCITING OUTDOOR LIFE IN SIND, EXPLORING [i 
WHAT'S THE NEW TERRAIN. HAMID WAS, LIKE MOST OF SÁLIM'S I WONDER IF 
THIS? AND FAMILY, AN EAGER SHIKARI. EARLY ONE MORNING, ON THEIR ANY OF US WILL 
' : WAY TO A PARTRIDGE HUNT - BE ALIVE TO SEE 
ЫҢ THIS? AND i 
THATSA i ` 


А LOOK, SÁLIM, ІТТНЕМ 
a THIS BLUE “7 HALLEY'S COMETIIT 
ap SON THROATED BONE? „@ ЖҰҒА WON'T APPEAR AGAIN 
| SPARROW", BUT WE f \ TILL 1986. 
SHOULD BE QUITE SUPE х Р 

LET'S TAKE AL г Б" 


AE т “a WHEN HE WAS 90 YEARS OLD 
SÁLIM WAS FASCINATED. 2245 > 


AMAR СНІТКА КАТНА 


BUT THE HOLIDAY ENDED, AND SÁLIM MOVED BACK TO BOMBAY. HE MATRICULATED 


IN 1913, ANDJOINED ST XAVIER'S COLLEGE. 


BE AHUNTER, 
UNCLE 


| 3 2 1ро, BUT 

IWISHI k UT YOU WANT WHY DO I NEED 
COULD LEAVE TO LEARN ZOOLOGY. TO STUDY 
COLLEGE AND _ MATHS? 


YOU'LL BE HIS PARTNER IN 
A NEW VENTURE, MINING 


SOUNDS 75 
INTERESTING} 


WOLFRAM* YOU'LL MISS 


BUSINESS YOUR EXAMS, 
/ CAN'T BE WORSE SALIM. 
{ THAN COLLEGE 
MATHEMATICS 
\ I'D LIKE TO SEE 
BURMA. 


i А.м; 


SALIM LEFT BOMBAY IN SEPTEMBER 1914. НЕ ТООК А TRAIN ТО CALCUTTA* AND THEN А STEAMER ACROSS 
THE BAY OF BENGAL TO BURMA. HIS SISTER AKHTAR, AND HER HUSBAND SALAH, CAME TO MEET HIM. 


"A RARE METAL, ALSO CALLED TUNGSTEN 


^ NOW KOLKATA 


SALIM ALI 


IN TAVOY, SALIM WORKED HARD LEARNING THE BUSINESS. ON WEEKENDS HOWEVER HE WAS FREE TO EXPLORE 
THE COUNTRYSIDE. ты 


Lá 


НЕ OFTEN WENT TO ORCHARDS AND KUBBEK PLANTATIONS, WHICH ATTKACTED A RICH УАШЕТҮ OF BIRD LIFE. 


SÁLIM KNEW ALMOST NOTHING 
ABOUT BUKMESE BIKDS. НЕ HAD 
NO BINOCULARS, AND THE ONLY 
BOOK НЕ НАР WAS NOT IE 
ILLUSTKATED. у 


SO IT WAS 
А WHITE-WINGED 
BLACK JAY! THERE'S A 
CERTAIN SATISFACTION 
IN SPOTTING BIRDS 
DESPITE MY 
ILL-PREPAREDNESS. 


UNCLE AMIRUDDIN 
HAS PASSED AWAY. 
THE FAMILY FEELS THAT 
PERHAPS I SHOULD GO Д 
TO COLLEGE NOW. 2 


| AGREE. WHY DONT 
YOU GO TO BOMBAY AND a а. 


STUDY ACCOUNTANCY? WHEN JM 
! 


BACK AND HELP WITH 
THE BUSINESS. 


AMAR CHITRA КАТНА 


BACK IN BOMBAY. SALIM ENROLLED IN A COURSE IN COMMERCIAL LAW AND ACCOUNTANCY AT DAVAR’S 
COLLEGE. HE HAD CLASSES FROM 8 TO 10 EVERY MORNING. AS SOON AS THEY WERE OVER... [Т 


ШШ ace 


HOP ON, 
PRATER, 
WE'RE GOING 


ARRIVING AT ST XAVIER'S COLLEGE, JUSTIN 
TIME FOR THE ZOOLOGY CLASSES TO BEGIN. 


/ \SAWTHIS 
BLACK-AND-BUFF 
WOODPECKER NEAR 
TENASSERIM, IN 


FEATHERS ARE 
STRIKING. 


SALIM ALI 


SÁLIM'S SISTERS КАМОО AND AKHTAR N |  SALIMTHISIS 

HAD THEIR OWN PLANS FOR HIM - FS TEHMINA, AN OLD 
FAMILY FRIEND. SHE'S 
JUST RETURNED FROM 


SCHOOL! LONDON! 
SHE MUST BE QUITE 
SOPHISTICATED. WHAT 
WILL WE TALK 
ABOUT? 


BUT AS THEY TALKED, SALIM IN 1918, SALIM AND TEHMINA WERE MARRIED. THEY WENT TO BURMA, 
FOUND THAT THEY SHARED WHERE THEY KEPT A VARIETY OF PETS, INCLUDING A LEOPARD CAT, А 
FLYING LEMUR, AND А HORNBILL. 


ONE OF MY 
FAVOURITES! 


TEHMINA LIKED LONG WALKS, 
FORESTS AND GARDENING. 


і 
THE BRITISH ARE 
театр: BUILDING THOUSANDS ОЕ SÁLIM HAD TO VISIT REMOTE 
ora ATIMBER JÁ KILOMETRES OF RAILWAY LINES | | FORESTS FOR TIMBER. НЕ 
IN INDIA. THEY'LL NEED WOOD 
BUSINESS. ç FOR THE SLEEPERS” 


SEE 


THAT? IT'S 


ІРО HOPE 
WE SPOT 
ARHINO 


* HORIZONTAL PLANKS OF WOOD LAID UNDER 
RAILWAY TRACKS AS SUPPORT 11 


AMAR CHITRA КАТНА SÁLIMALI 


SÁLIMLOVED THE WOODED AREAS AROUND BOMBAY. IN THE MUSEUM, SALIM DESIGNED A SYLLABUS ТО TEACHGROUPS| [AND SOON] 
Tre ae / OF STUDENTS ABOUT WILDLIFE AND ECOLOGY IN INDIA 
С 


| ТНЕҮ WANT 

ТЕНМІМА STARTED WORKING YOU CAN ME TO GO TO BERLIN! 

AT THE WOMEN'S COUNCIL. 

PA iy RECOGNISE THE I WILL BE STUDYING WITH 
LIED FOR A JOB AT HORNBILL BY U THEREISSO ' A PROFESSOR ERWIN 


THE ZOOLOGICAL SURVEY OF ITS BEAK. MUCH MORE | HAVE STRESEMANN 
INDIA. BUT - : - TO LEARN ABOUT p 


THESE BIRDS. | NEED 
TO STUDY THEM 
PROPERLY! 


THEY 
GAVE THE JOB ea 
AMAN WITHA сок N [Q THE BERLIN 
INEVER REALISED UNIVERSITY, 
HOW IMPORTANT THAT ASKING IF THEY'LL 


PIECE OF PAPER ! LET ME STUDY 
WOULD BE! BIRDS AT THEIR 
MUSEUM. 


WHILE AT BERLIN, SALIM WENT TO 
HELIGOLAND, A SMALL ISLAND IN THE 
NORTH SEA. ІТ IS ON THE MIGRATION 
ROUTES OF MANY DIFFERENT BIRDS. 


I'M PLANNING í 
SÁLIM GOT THE JOB. SHORTLY AFTER, 
A TIGER SHOOT NEAR THE FAMILY GOT SOME VERY BAD NEWS 


HYDERABAD. THE FORESTS 
ARE THICK AND QUITE ЕР 
UNEXPLORED. 


POOR SHUMS! 

A TIGER HE SHOT 
TURNED ON HIM AND 
MAULED HIM TO DEATH. 
AZEEM MANAGED TO FIGHT 
ІТ OFF BARE-HANDED. 
НЕ IS ІМ HOSPITAL, 
RECOVERING. 


ICAN SEE HELIGOLAND'S = ITUSEDTOBEA 
TM SORRY. i LIGHTHOUSE, PROFESSOR W 7 BARREN ISLAND. OUR 
SHUMS. | CANT ” А. | STRESEMANN. THE LIGHT MUST SCIENTISTS MADE POOLS 
2” YN ATTRACT MANY BIRDS | OF WATER AND PLANTED 


COME. THE MUSEUM = BEVERY NIGHT. TREES AND SHRUBS 
& BIRDS PASSING BY 


ISOFFERINGAJOB | /\ > ў Ў ) a 

/ AZEEMANDI á р Я ° 

FOR Á NATURALIST j Í wit GO THEN 4 t 5. ; NOW LAND НЕКЕ 
| YOU CAN COME 


IWANTTO ; | 
APPLY. / RE 
SOME OTHER 


AMAR CHITRA КАТНА 


PROFESSOR STKESEMANN SHOWED SALIM AROUND. 


WE'VE 
PUT UP THIN NETS 
WITH TUNNELS UNDER 
THEM TO CATCH 


ON 
SOME NIGHTS, 
THERE ARE AS MANY 
AS 1200 BIRDS. WE PUT 
TINY RINGS AROUND 
THEIR LEGS AND 
RELEASE THEM 


THIS |5 
WONDERFUL! THESE 
RINGS WILL TELL US 

WHERE THE BIRDS 
ARE TRAVELLING. I'D 
LIKE TO DO THE SAME 

THING IN INDIA 


SALIM ALI 


IN 1930, SALIM RETURNED TO INDIA, TO FIND THAT HIS OLD POSITION AT THE MUSEUM HAD BEEN 
SCRAPPED. HE AND TEHMINA MOVED ТО A HOUSE HER FAMILY OWNED ІМ КЇНЇМ, OUTSIDE BOMBAY. 


А ТТ 


AND THEY'RE 


BUILDING 


SÁLIM'S PAPER IS REGARDED AS AN ORNITHOLOGICAL* CLASSIC. WITH NO TECHNOLOGY, HE 


ч 


4% 
f 
MALE BAYAS 
GET TOGETHER 
(| AND BUILD NESTS 


WHEN THEY'RE HALF 


DONE, A GROUP OF 


INSPECT THEM 


FEMALES COMES бей 


*... AND ANOTHER, UNTIL НЕ HAS FOUR 
NESTS AND AS MANY FAMILIES. 


ОК FIVE 


Ф 


RELIED UPON HIS CAREFUL OBSERVATIONS ТО ANALYSE THE BEHAVIOUR OF THE BAYA WEAVER. 


* ORNITHOLOGY IS THE STUDY OF BIRDS 


AMAR CHITRA КАТНА SALIM ALI 


THEY STAYED IN EMPTY HUTS, GUEST HOUSES, AND ONCE, IN AN ABANDONED COWSHED. 


LOTS OF PEOPLE THERE, NOW 
_ WILL BE EAGER TO HAVE YOU'RE RIGHT, \ = IT’S LIKE НОМЕ 
OUR BIRD LIFE MAPPED AND I'VE DONE ENOUGH WE CAN READ 
SURVEYED IN A SYSTEMATIC Я HUNTING FOR JOBS a > AND WORK HERE 
WAY. YOU JUST NEED [LL JUST MAKE MY ! ) PEACEFULLY. 
TO FIND THE RIGHT А 5 ge“ OWN! 
OPPORTUNITY. < 


CURTAINS AND 
ұта, á 7 VASES TO A 
WE KNOW ч giit FOREST? 
SO LITTLE ABOUT INDIAN 5 

BIRDS, TEHMINA. IT’S A PITY. `N < - 

THE PRINCELY STATES HAVE ‹ Р \ q — 
THE RULERS HUGE UNSURVEYED à N 5 Fa SALIM WOKKED TIKELESSLY AT THIS WONDEKFUL 

WILL BE PROUD 7 WE CAN — 
THE BIRDS HYDERABAD STATE" þí > 
THEY HAVE ITHAS VASTFORESTS 
AND A RICH VARIETY 


OF BIRDS A 
sé 


OTHEK KAJAS INVITED НІМ 
TO SURVEY THEIR FORESTS. 
i a GOOD MORNING! 
THE BNHS AND THE HYDEKABAD GOVERNMENT AGREED ТО HELP AND PAY EXPENSES. SÁLIM TOOK NO SALARY НЕ ? WE'LL COLLECT TILL 
WROTE ТО PROFESSOR STKESEMANN AND ТО AN ORNITHOLOGIST FRIEND, HUGH WHISTLER, ASKING FOR ADVICE. Ai LUNCHTIME. THEN YOU CAN SKIN 
| THE SPECIMENS ІМ САМР. I'LL GO 
OUTIN THE AFTERNOON ТО 
COLLECT SOME MORE. 


WE CAN DO 
TRAVANCORE AND 
COCHIN* TOGETHER. 
Е ГМ EAGER TO 
IDON'T THINK L š SEE THE BIRDS 


THIS FOREST : 
AND THEY 2 ТНЕКЕ! 
HAS EVER BEEN SEEM QUITE ( A 


ú STUDIED! FRESH 
LOOK 
TIGER PUG LET'S 
HOPE WE DON'T 


SALIM WOULD NOT REST. IN THE EVENINGS, HE WROTE 
DETAILED NOTES ABOUT THE BIRDS HE HAD SEEN THAT DAY. 
“NOW PART OF ANDHRA PRADESH “THE PRINCELY STATES OF COCHIN AND TRAVANCORE WERE COMBINED 
16 INTO ONE STATE, KERALA, UPON INDEPENDENCE. 17 


AMAR CHITRA КАТНА 


SALIM ENJOYED THE a SURVEY. INA VILLAGE ne ны 


г ып 


THIS FOREST Ù 
IS LUSH AND 
ANCIENT, WITH 


DIVERSE 
WILDLIFE. 


IN A NEARBY VILLAGE, РАКАМВІКІЛ АМ, A FIREMAN ON | 


THE COCHIN FOREST TRAMWAY WAS LESS HAPPY - 


50 ON HIS NEXT TRIP THE FIREMAN HOPPED OFF 
THE TRAM AT KURIARKUTTY - 


J 


YOU'VE N 
KILLED IT! | HEAR 


/ SOME CRAZY BOMBAY Í 


PEOPLE ARE NEARBY, 
LOOKING FOR BIRDS. 


FOR THIS! 


CHICKENS! 


THANK YOU! THIS 
LOOKS LIKE A CRESTED 
HAWK-EAGLE. THEY'RE FAIRLY 
COMMON, BUT IM ALWAYS 
ON THE LOOKOUT FOR NEW 
SPECIMENS. 


WHEN THE MAN LEFT - | 
ms ir a 2 с 


ANOTHER 
BIG BIRD? OH NO! 
WE'RE SHORT OF PACKING 
SPACE. | DON'T KNOW 
HOW WE'LL FIT THIS 


SALIM ALI 


THE SPECIMENS WERE SENT TO | THE BIRD WAS КЕ-ЕХАМІМЕР. ІТ 
HUGH WHISTLER AT THE BRITISH M | TURNED OUT THAT WHISTLER TOO 
--- IN LONDON. HAD BEEN MISLED. 


THAT BIRD 
IS ACTUALLY A 
RARE FEATHER-TOED 


EAGLE! I'M GLAD IT 
ЫШ? sims JUSTIFIED ALL THAT 
QUITE WRONG, TROUBLE! 


OVER THE NEXT FEW YEARS, SALIM VISITED DIFFERENT KINDS OF ENVIRONMENTS 
TO SURVEY BIRDS. HE WENT TO THE COOL DAMP KOTAGIRI HILLS IN TAMIL NADU 


“NOW IN PAKISTAN 


AMAR CHITRA КАТНА 


0 59, SÁLIM AND TEHMINA LIVED ІМ DEHKADUN. THEY 
5, FILLED WITH LONG WALKS AND STIMULATING 
5 SALIM WAS WRITING A BOOK ON BIRDS. 


IT READ, TEHMINA? 
YOU VE A WONDERFUL 
FEEL FOR ENGLISH 


WELL, THIS 
LINE DOESN'T 
SOUND RIGHT 


YOUR BEDROOM'S 
NEXT TO IT. 


BUT HE ALWA 
ACQUIRED QU 


BUT IN 1939, TRAGEDY STRUCK. 
| AFTER AN OPERATION, TEHMINA GOT 
| BLOOD POISONING. SHE DIED SOON 


DEHRADUN 
15 NOT THE 
SAME WITHOUT 
TEHMINA, WHAT 
SHOULD I DO? 


SALIM WORKED FURIOUSLY ON HIS 
BOOK, ‘THE BOOK OF INDIAN BIRDS’. 


` 


LIM SPENT A LOT OF TIME IN THE BNHS, WITH ITS 


EXCELLENT LIBRARY ITS COLLECTION OF BIRD SPECIMENS 


ІСОТІТІМ 


Tay 
= 


BAHAWALPUR. IT'S THE 


BUSTARD 


AHA LOVELY! 
EXACT COLOUR AS THE SAND A 
AND VERY HARD TO SPOT. WHEN ` 
IT RAINS AND THE SAND GETS 
DARKER, ITS PLUMAGE 
GETS DARKER 


AMONG THEM WAS KAMOO'S DAUGHTER 
LAEEQ, WHO WOULD LATER WRITE A BOOK 
ABOUT INDIAN BIRDS’ WITH SALIM. 


SÁLIM INVITED LOKE WAN THO FOR A 
KUTCH ФИКУЕҮ ІМ 1943. IT WAS HARD 
WORK. WORLD WAR II WAS ON AND 
PETROL WAS RATIONED. FT 


YOU MUST 
SEE THE FLAMINGOS 
THE NEXT TIME THEY 
GATHER HERE. 


SALIM ALI 


LOKE WAN 
THO'S A BIRD 
PHOTOGRAPHER, 
SALIM. HE'S VERY 
INTERESTED IN 
YOUR WORK. 


MAHARAO VIJAYARAJI, THE RULER OF KUTCH, WAS AN 


{| ENTHUSIASTIC HUNTER AND NATURALIST. HE INVITED 


SALIM TO CHAT WITH HIM IN THE EVENINGS. 


YES, 
I SEEM TO HAVE MISSED 
THE BREEDING SEASON 
THIS YEAR. 


AMAR СНІТБА КАТНА 


LOKE WAN 
TRIPS. SÁLIM USUALLY HIRED PKIVATE LOCAL VEHICLES. 


y IT'S PROBABLY 
RUNNING ON CHARCOAL 
GAS OR SOME OTHER 
CHEAP FUEL, BECAUSE 
OF THE PETROL 
RATIONING 


SÁLIM, 

YOU SHOULD REALLY 
PUFF... HAVE Á STATION 
WAGON OF YOUR OWN 
FOR THIS SORT OF 


IF ONLY 

ICOULD 

AFFORD À 
ONE. Á 


IN 1945, THE WAR ENDED. LOKE WAN THO 
Й RETURNED HOME. HE WROTE TO SALIM. 


HAHA! 

HE SAYS HE 
ENCLOSES A CHEQUE 
FOR ME TO BUY 
MYSELF A STATION 


SALIM ALI 


| IT WAS ALSOIN 1945, WHEN HE WAS MAKING PLANS FORA TRIP ТО 
TIBET, THAT SÁLIM GOT A VERY IMPORTANT TELEGRAM. IT WAS FROM 
THE MAHARAO OF KUTCH SAYING THAT HUGE DROVES OF FLAMINGOS 
| WERE GATHERING. SALIM RUSHED THERE. = 


FLAMINGON 
CITY, AT 


AMAR СНІТКА КАТНА 


LATER THAT YEAR SÁLIM TREKKED TO TIBET, TO AS THE WEEKS WENT BY PRITAM 
MOUNT KAILASH AND LAKE MANASAROVAR. WITH | | BECAME QUIET AND WITHDRA WN. 
HIM WAS PRITAM, THE SON OF A FAMILY FRIEND. 

I THINK THE 


HIGH ALTITUDE IS 
MAKING YOU ILL, 

PRITAM. PERHAPS 
YOU SHOULD 
TURN BACK? 


IM SORRY 
PRITAM, BUT MY 
FRIEND LOKE WAN 
THO IS DOWN WITH 
DYSENTERY AND 
CAN'T MAKE IT. 


ITLL BE 
LIKE WHEN YOU 
USED TO TAKE ME 
BIRDING AROUND 
DEHRADUN 


INASAROVAR. [Ñ 


Е МАРЕ НІМ DIZZY - BUT HE WAS 50 ENTHKALLED BY THE 
М BIRDLIFE НЕ HAKDLY NOTICED. ON ONE OCCASION - 


WHAT A LOVELY 
YELLOW-NAPED 
YUHINA! 


IÍ SÁLIM TURNED 


SALIM ALI 


NEAR MANASAROVAR, THEY STOPPED AT A LAKE CALLED DING TSO. 


WHAT 
LOVELY BIRDS 
THEY ARE, THESE 
BLACK-NECKED 
CRANES! 


YOU MUST 
TURN BACK! 
THERE MAY BE 


ed 
Е CAUGHT SIGHT OF A 
MOUND FLOATING AWAY... 
Ж 


SÁLIM'$ GUIDE, GELONG, WAS LESS ENTHRALLED. 


OH, GELONGI 
YOU PANICKED 
ABOUT BANDITS 
ALLTHE WAY, AND 
NOW YOU THINK 

LL DROWN. _ 


SUDDENLY, SÁLIM FOUND 
THAT THE MOUND HE WAS 
STANDING ОМ WAS NOT AS 
STABLE AS HE D THOUGHT - 


BRRR 
PERHAPS | SHOULD 
TAKE GELONG'S 
WARNINGS MORE 
SERIOUSLY. 


SALIM 
BHAI! LET'S RUN 
AND ESCAPE THIS 
BAD MAN 
SHHH, | 
HAVE AN 
IDEA 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


GELONG TURNED OUT TO BE RIGHT ABOUT 
THE BANDITS TOO, FOR ON THEIR WAY - 


é y ` 
i 
ІТ WAS А BANDIT. AT THAT TIME, THE MANASAROVAR 
AREA WAS FULL OF BANDITS WAITING TO ROB PILGRIMS. 


HAND ME 


MY SHOOTING 
STICK, GELONG! 


SALIM ALI 


GELONG OBEYED. 
SALIM TOOK A CARTRIDGE FROM HIS POCKET 


THE BANDIT TURNED AND WALKED AWAY. 


N 


THAT ` 
WAS LUCKY, 


SÁLIM LET'S 


HOPE HE DOESN'T 
REALISE HE WAS 
TRICKED. 


Ba TAKE THAT 
ЖЛ 

ted 

“Ж” é 


AMAR CHITRA КАТНА SÁLIMALI 


ВНАКАТРИК 5 NESTING SEASON BEGINS IN AUGUST WITH THE 
MONSOON. ALL KINDS OF WATER BIRDS GATHER THERE - STORKS, 
HERONS, EGRETS, CORMORANTS, IBISES, SPOONBILLS. 

El 


6 WE'VE GOT 
RECOGNITION FROM 


А ВОМВАҮ UNIVERSITY. 
IREMEMBER 2 EACH OF US CAN 


HOW MUCH TROUBLE 
IHAD WHEN | WANTED 
TO STUDY BIRDS 
AS A BOY. 


| ІМ NOVEMBER, NEW VISITORS ARRIVE FROM 
| | COLD CLIMATES TO SPEND THE WINTER THERE. þ 
т ала ш 

| FIRST WENT i 
THERE IN 1935. THE 

SALIM AND HIS STUDENTS RANGED ACROSS THE i LAKE ATTRACTS MANY 

COUNTRY ONE OF SÁLIM'S FAVOURITE PLACES WAS 1 N BIRDS, INCLUDING LOTS OF 

THE KEOLADEO GHANA LAKE АТ BHARATPUR’. IT Е MIGRATORY SPECIES. 

USED ТО BE THE HUNTING GROUND OF RAJAS. 


I'D LIKE TO á 
CONDUCT A LARGE-SCALE М 
RINGING OF BIRDS 
INBHARATPUR, LIKE IN 
HELIGOLAND. 


- ! || THE PROBLEM, AS OFTEN, WAS ONE OF MONEY. 

án кы Ға —3] 

“mail 1957, А ТҮРЕ OF ENCEPHALITIS BROKE OUT ІМ KARNATAKA. THE WHO” 
| FOUND THAT IT WAS ODDLY SIMILAR TO А DISEASE ІМ RUSSIA. 


“G 


=> >. 


„№ 


THE МНО SUSPECTS 
THAT THE DISEASE IS BEING 
CARRIED BY MIGRATORY 
BIRDS. THEY WILL HELP FINANCE 
OUR BIRD-RINGING TO STUDY 
MIGRATION PATTERNS. 
WE CAN START WITH 
IARATPUR. 


£t. | mm Fa 
THE RINGING SHOWED SÁLIM AND HIS TEAM WHERE THESE BIRDS CAME FROM. AMONG THEM 
WERE RARE WHITE SIBERIAN CRANES WHICH FLEW 6000 KMS, ALL THE WAY FROM RUSSIA 


“ITIS NOW А BIRD SANCTUARY. 
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OF PEOFLE KEAD HIS 
VE ҒОК NATUKE AMONG 


НЕ ASKED SÁLIM TO AUTOGRAPH IT 
NT 0. 


HAVE ALWAYS SALIM WROTE MANY BOOKS AND BEGAN TO GET RECOGNITION. IN 
LOVED ANIMALS, BUT | 1967, НЕ GOT THE J PAUL GETTY WILDLIFE CONSERVATION PRIZE 
KNOW LITTLE ABOUT BIRDS OF $ 100,000. HE USED IT TO FORM THE SALIM ALI CONSERVATION 
\ NOW, FOR THE FIRST TIME, I'M FUND. 
\ PAYING ATTENTION TO 
HEIR SONGS! 


S 


THE INDIAN GOVERNMENT GAVE HIM THE PADMA BHUSHAN IN 
1958, AND IN 1976, HE WAS AWARDED THE PADMA VIBHUSHAN. 


WHEN INDIRA GANDHI WAS PRIME MINISTER, THE GOVERNMENT | ие Ж. м 
DAM IN SILENT VALLEY. KERALA, THAT WOULD SUBMERGE THE 4 
IREST. PROTESTS BROKE OUT. SALIM WAS A PART OF THEM 


SILENT VALLEY ж” 
15 UNDOUBTEDLY > 
ONE ОҒ INDIA'S MOST 
ECOLOGICALLY VALUABLE 
AREAS AND MUST 


BE PRESERVED 


з. : 
Ж THE PROTESTS WOKKED AND SILENT 
VALLEY IS NOW А NATIONAL PARK. 


“IN ALLAHABAD, UTTAR PRADESH 


“ІМ 1947 HE WOULD BECOME 
INDIA'S FIRST PRIME MINISTER 


SALIM ALI 


FAME MADE VERY LITTLE DIFFERENCE TO SALIM. EVEN AT 90, THOUGH INCREASINGLY SUFFERING 
FROM DEAFNESS, THE OLD МАМ, AS HIS STUDENTS FONDLY CALLED HIM, CONTINUED TO WALK 
ACROSS THE ROUGHEST AND LONELIEST TERRAIN, WATCHING THE BIRDS HE ADORED SO MUCH. 


Ë З" 
- F = РЧ 
DIEI 3 FT BEHIND HIM A LEGACY OF READERS 
JED IN 1987, AT THE AGE OF 91 HE LE 
SAL DENTS. OF PEOPLE WHO VALUED, STUDIED AND PROTECTED THE NATURAL WORLD 


